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oultry farming is an important part of the agricultural sector. It includes the rearing of 

chickens, ducks, turkeys and other birds mainly for the production of eggs and meat. In 

India, poultry farming has developed rapidly during the last few decades. It is practiced both 

on a small scale by rural families and on a large commercial scale. Poultry products are an 

important source of animal protein and provide essential nutrients to people. At the same 

time, poultry farming creates employment and income opportunities for farmers, farm 

labourers, feed manufacturers, hatcheries, transporters and people involved in the marketing 

of poultry products.  

Role of Poultry in Food Security  
Food security means that people should have regular access to sufficient, safe and nutritious 

food. Poultry contributes to food security mainly through the production of eggs and meat.  

1. Source of High-Quality Protein  

Eggs and poultry meat are rich sources of high-quality protein. Protein is essential for growth, 

development and maintenance of the human body. Poultry products are especially useful for 

children, pregnant women and people who require a proteinrich diet.  

2. Production of Nutritious Food  

Eggs contain proteins, fats, vitamins and minerals. Poultry meat also provides protein, iron, 

zinc and other nutrients. Thus, regular consumption of poultry products can help improve the 

nutritional status of people.  

3. Short Production Period  

Poultry birds have a comparatively short production cycle. Broiler chickens can reach market 

weight within a few weeks, while improved layer birds start producing eggs at an early age. 

This makes poultry farming a quick source of food production compared with many other 

livestock enterprises.  

4. Suitable for Small Farmers  

Poultry farming can be started with a small number of birds and gradually expanded. Small 

and marginal farmers can rear birds in their available space and use locally available 

resources. This makes poultry farming suitable for rural households.  

5. Regular Availability of Eggs and Meat  

Layer farming provides eggs almost throughout the year. Similarly, broiler farming provides 

poultry meat on a regular basis. Continuous production helps maintain the availability of 

animal protein in the market.  

6. Better Feed Conversion  

Modern poultry breeds can convert feed into meat and eggs efficiently. This means that a 

comparatively small quantity of feed can produce a good amount of animal protein. Efficient 

feed utilization also helps in reducing the cost of production.  

 

P 

mailto:solankikishu22@gmail.com


Kailash (2026) Agri Magazine, 03(08): 386-388 (AUG, 2026)     

Agri Magazine ISSN: 3048-8656 Page 387 

7. Contribution to Rural Nutrition  

Backyard poultry is particularly useful for rural families. Keeping a few birds can provide 

eggs and meat for household consumption. Extra eggs and birds can also be sold in the local 

market to earn additional income.  

 

Employment Opportunities in Poultry Farming  
Poultry farming is not limited to the activity of rearing birds. It involves many activities from 

production to processing and marketing.  

Therefore, it generates both direct and indirect employment.  

 Poultry Farm Workers  

Large poultry farms require workers for feeding, watering, cleaning sheds, collecting eggs, 

maintaining records and taking care of birds. This provides direct employment to both skilled 

and unskilled workers.  

 Hatchery Units  

Hatcheries produce chicks for broiler and layer farms. Employment opportunities are 

available in egg incubation, chick handling, vaccination, hatchery management and 

transportation.  

 Feed Manufacturing  

Feed is one of the most important requirements of poultry farming. Poultry feed factories 

require workers, technicians, managers and people involved in the purchase and 

transportation of feed ingredients.  

 Veterinary and Technical Services  

Poultry farms require veterinary doctors, livestock assistants and other technical workers for 

disease prevention, vaccination, treatment and farm management. This creates employment 

for trained professionals.  

 Egg Collection and Marketing  

Eggs need to be collected, graded, packed and transported to different markets. Many people 

are involved in this process, creating employment opportunities in rural as well as urban 

areas.  

 Meat Processing  

The poultry meat industry includes slaughtering, dressing, processing, packaging, cold 

storage and transportation. These activities provide employment to a large number of people.  
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 Transportation  

Chicks, feed, eggs and poultry meat have to be transported from one place to another. 

Therefore, poultry farming also creates employment for drivers, transport workers and 

logistics operators.  

 Poultry Equipment Manufacturing  

Poultry farms require feeders, drinkers, cages, brooders, ventilation systems and other 

equipment. Manufacturing, selling and repairing these items also provide employment 

opportunities.  

 

Advantages of Poultry Farming  
 Requires comparatively less land than many other livestock enterprises.  

 Birds grow rapidly and provide products in a short period.  

 Eggs and meat have high nutritional value.  

 Poultry farming can provide regular income.  

 It can be started on a small or large scale.  

 Provides direct as well as indirect employment.  

 Backyard poultry can support rural household income.  

 Poultry manure can be used as organic manure in agriculture.  

Problems and Challenges  
 Although poultry farming has many benefits, farmers also face several problems. Major 

challenges include high feed cost, poultry diseases, fluctuating market prices, high initial 

investment, shortage of technical knowledge and problems related to proper waste 

management.  

 Disease outbreaks can cause heavy economic losses. Therefore, proper vaccination, 

biosecurity, balanced feeding and regular veterinary guidance are necessary for successful 

poultry farming.  

Conclusion  
Poultry farming has an important role in improving food security and creating employment 

opportunities. Eggs and poultry meat provide an affordable source of high-quality animal 

protein and other nutrients. The short production cycle and comparatively low land 

requirement make poultry farming suitable for both small farmers and commercial producers. 

Poultry farming is not only a source of food but also an important source of livelihood 

and employment for many people. 


