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rchids are really beautiful. They come in a lot of different types. They belong to the

family Orchidaceae, which has five groups: Apostasioideae, Cypripedioideae,
Vanilloideae, Orchidoideae and Epidendroideae. Orchids can be. They can lose their leaves
and they can grow in many different kinds of environments. There are 25,000 known types of
orchids in the world which is a lot of variety. India is a place to find orchids with almost
1,350 types of orchids in 186 groups and you can find them in the Eastern Himalayas North
Eastern states, North West Himalayas, Peninsular India and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
Some orchids smell really good, like Rhynchostylis gigantea, Miltoniopsis, Brassavola
nodosa and Stanhopea. These orchids make smells that are sweet, pleasant and sometimes
strong. The smells can be like vanilla, chocolate, cinnamon or citrus and people and insects
like them. Even though people who grow orchids often try to make them look bigger and
more colorful the ones that smell good are still really special because they are so nice to smell
and they help the environment.

Importance of Aromatic Orchids

Orchids that smell good are really unique because they are so beautiful and they smell so
nice. 75% Of orchids have some kind of smell which is one of the things that makes orchids
special. But the smell is not just for people to enjoy it also helps the orchids survive and make
orchids. The smell is like a perfume that attracts insects to the flowers. In nature orchids have
ways of getting pollinated. The bright colors and nice smells of the flowers attract insects.
When the insects visit the flowers they accidentally carry pollen from one flower to another,
which helps the orchids make seeds. Each type of orchid has its way of getting pollinated
which is really interesting. Some orchids are really good at tricking insects into visiting them.
They might smell good. Not have any nectar or they might smell like a female insect to
attract male insects. The male insects try to mate with the flowers and end up carrying pollen
around which helps the orchids. Some orchids even make smells that're like the smells that
insects use to attract mates and the insects collect these smells and use them to attract their
own mates. The time of day when orchids make their smells is also important. Some orchids
make their smells in the morning when bees and butterflies are active and the smell gets
weaker as the day gets hotter. Other orchids make their smells at night to attract moths and
other nocturnal insects. For example Brassavola nodosa, which is also called the "Queen of
the Night " makes an nice smell after sunset. Orchid smells are really varied and complex.
They can change as the flower gets older and one flower can have smells at different times.
For example Dendrobium anosmum can smell like raspberry, strawberry, rhubarb or hyacinth
at times. Some orchids have delicate smells while others have strong and intense smells that
people really like. The environment also affects how long-lasting the orchid smells are.
Warm and sunny weather makes the smells stronger and high humidity helps the smells
longer.. Strong winds can make the smells go away quickly. So the amount of light,
temperature, humidity and air movement all affect how people perceive the orchid smells.
Orchids that smell good are not just nice to look at and smell they also have cultural value.
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People who grow flowers for a living like fragrant orchids because they are so popular and
they use them to make perfumes and decorative arrangements. Fragrant orchids are also used
to breed types of orchids that are more beautiful and smell better. They also help the
environment by supporting insects and keeping the ecosystem balanced.

Scent Profiles By Genus

Genus Common Fragrance Profile Notable Species/Hybrids
Cattleya Sweet, floral, and citrusy; often C. walkeriana (vanilla/cinnamon), C.
very strong in daylight. bicolor.
Dendrobium  Range from honey and floral to  D. nobile, D. kingianum (lilac/honey), D.
fruity notes like raspberry. anosmum (strawberry).
Encyclia Frequently features honey, E. cordigera (honey/vanilla), E. alata
vanilla, or tropical citrus scents. (coconut/vanilla).
Vanda Generally fruity or spicy aromas. V. falcata (jasmine/vanilla), V. tricolor.

List of Orchids for Aroma

Oncidium Sharry Baby: Often called
the ""Chocolate Orchid™, it is famous
for a strong, sweet scent of chocolate
and vanilla that can easily fill a room.
This variety is widely available at
retailers like Pots and Petals.

Brassavola nodosa: Known as "'Lady
of the Night' this orchid releases a
heavy, jasmine-like fragrance only after
dark to attract nocturnal pollinators. It
is considered one of the best “indoor
champion™ orchids for fragrance.

Maxillaria  tenuifolia:  Commonly
known as the ""Coconut Orchid" its
small red flowers emit a distinct and
powerful aroma of coconut or suntan
lotion that can be detected from several
feet away.

Rhynchostylis gigantea: Known as the
"Foxtail Orchid™ it produces dense
clusters of flowers with a potent, spicy
citrus scent that can permeate a small
house.

Phalaenopsis  bellina:  Unlike the
common scentless moth orchids, this
species has a powerful lemony or
"Fruit Loops" scent. Highly fragrant
specimens are available through
specialized sellers like Suluz Orchids.

AGRI MAGAZINE ISSN: 3048-8656 Page 244


https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/64503455&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/-1723200234&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/20133267&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/1720430240&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/111974112&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/hkb/-1903865397&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/m/06611zm&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/m/06w525k&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/m/04mzd03&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/m/06w1glk&q=which+orchids+have+more+aroma

Sivasubramanian et al. (2026) Agri Magazine, 03(06): 243-246 (JUNE, 2026)

Zygopetalum: These are precious for
their heady, sweet perfume, often
described as a mix of hyacinth and
pepper. They are highly prized by
collectors for their intense, spicy

fragrance—often compared to
hyacinths or jasmine and their striking
waxy blooms.

Miltonopsis: (often spelled

Miltonopsis) commonly known
as Pansy Orchids due to their flat,
open flowers that resemble garden
pansies, are highly prized for their
vibrant colours and sweet, perfume-like
fragrance. Native to the cool, high-
altitude cloud forests of the Andes in
South America, they are distinct from
the warm-growing Miltonia genus.
Cattleya: Many hybrids offer complex,
strong, and sweet floral scents.
Cattleyaisa celebrated genus of
orchids renowned for their large,
showy, and often fragrant flowers.
Commonly known as the ""Queen of
Orchids™ or the ""Corsage
Orchid," they were famously popular
in floral arrangements during the 1950s.
Stanhopea: Often called "upside-down
orchids,” they are famous for their
unusual growth habit: their flower
spikes grow downward through the
bottom of the plant, requiring them to
be grown in open-mesh hanging
baskets Famous for producing
powerfully aromatic, although short-
lived, flowers, with scents often
resembling chocolate.

Encyclia  cordigera: often  called
the Cocoa Orchid, powerful mix of
chocolate, rose and honey.

Conclusion

Aromatic orchids represent one of the most fascinating and valuable groups within the family
Orchidology due to their extraordinary diversity in fragrance, colour, and pollination
strategies. Their unique floral scents not only enhance their ornamental and commercial
importance but also play a vital ecological role in attracting specific pollinators. From sweet
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vanilla and chocolate aromas to fruity and spicy notes, fragrant orchids offer immense
potential in horticulture, landscaping, perfume industries, and conservation studies. With
increasing interest in exotic ornamental plants, aromatic orchids continue to gain popularity
among growers, researchers, and flower enthusiasts worldwide. Proper conservation and
cultivation practices will help preserve these remarkable species for future generations while
promoting their scientific, aesthetic, and economic significance.
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