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ourism has diversified into niche areas such as ecotourism, agrotourism, and adventure

tourism, reflecting a growing interest in sustainable and educational travel. One
emerging field is entomotourism, which involves the use of insects as a focus of tourism
activities. It combines entomology, biodiversity conservation, and local livelihood
development by attracting tourists interested in insect diversity, behavior, and cultural
significance. From butterfly gardens to firefly festivals, entomotourism is gaining recognition
as both an educational tool and a sustainable income source.

Scope and Dimensions of Entomotourism

1. Butterfly Tourism

e Butterfly parks, gardens, and reserves are among the most popular entomotourism
attractions.

e Example: Butterfly Park in Bannerghatta Biological Park, India; Mariposa Monarca

Biosphere Reserve, Mexico.

Firefly Tourism

Seasonal firefly congregations attract visitors with synchronized bioluminescence.

Example: Kuala Selangor Firefly Park (Malaysia); firefly hotspots in Maharashtra, India.

Beekeeping and Honey Tours

Visitors learn about honeybee biology, apiculture practices, and honey tasting.

Helps promote pollinator awareness and supports rural beekeepers.

Insect Festivals and Cultural Uses

In some regions, insects feature in local cuisine, art, and folklore.

Example: Grasshopper dishes in Mexico, silkworm pupae in East Asia.

Insect Safari and Educational Trails

Guided insect walks, insect photography safaris, and insectarium visits enhance

awareness of insect diversity.

o_cnoo:boo_oooo!\a

Benefits of Entomotourism

« Biodiversity Conservation: Generates funds and awareness for protecting insect habitats.

o Educational Value: Enhances public understanding of insect ecology, pollination, and
ecosystem services.

o Livelihood Opportunities: Provides income through eco-guides, local handicrafts, honey
products, and eco-stays.

o Cultural Promotion: Revives traditional knowledge and practices involving insects.

« Sustainable Tourism: Offers eco-friendly alternatives compared to mass tourism.
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Ch

allenges

Seasonal Nature: Many insect attractions (butterflies, fireflies) are seasonal and weather-
dependent.

Habitat Disturbance: Excessive tourism pressure may disrupt fragile insect ecosystems.
Awareness Gap: Lack of trained guides and educational infrastructure in many regions.
Conservation—-Commercialization Balance: Need to ensure tourism does not exploit or
harm insect populations.

Future Prospects

Co

Development of butterfly corridors and gardens in urban and rural landscapes.

Integration with agrotourism: Linking insect tourism with organic farms and pollinator
Services.

Citizen Science Programs: Tourists contributing to insect diversity documentation and
monitoring.

Virtual Entomotourism: Using AR/VR platforms for insect exploration where physical
tourism is limited.

Policy Support: Inclusion of entomotourism in eco-tourism strategies and biodiversity
conservation policies.

nclusion

Entomotourism is a unique blend of science, conservation, and recreation that highlights the
ecological and cultural importance of insects. With careful planning and community
involvement, it can generate sustainable livelihoods, foster biodiversity conservation, and
inspire a deeper appreciation of insect life. As global interest in eco-friendly travel continues
to rise, entomotourism has immense potential to become a significant niche in the tourism
sector.

ACRI MACATINE ISSN: 3048-8656 Page 126




