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eographical Indication is a type of intellectual property right (IPR) that identifies a 

product as originating from a specific place, where a given quality, reputation or 

characteristic of the product is essentially attributable to its geographic origin. It reflects 

centuries of traditional knowledge, craftsmanship and cultural practice. 

 In India, GI is governed by the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 

Protection) Act, 1999. The GI Registry located in Chennai is the nodal body that handles the 

registration process.                  

Importance of GI tag in Horticultural Commodities  
1. Distinct Identity and Branding 

Horticultural crops often possess region-specific attributes such as color, aroma, taste, shelf-

life, or chemical composition due to their agro-climatic conditions, soil types and traditional 

cultivation methods. GI tags legally recognize and protect this uniqueness. 

Example: Nagpur Orange is renowned for its thin skin, juicy pulp, and distinctive taste—

attributes tied to the specific climate and soil of Nagpur region in Maharashtra. 

2. Premium Pricing and Market Differentiation 

GI-tagged horticultural products fetch higher market prices due to consumer trust in their 

authenticity and quality. They are often positioned in niche premium markets, both 

domestically and globally. 

A 2020 study by NABARD found that GI-tagged products earn 20–40% higher prices 

compared to non-GI alternatives. 

Example: Mangoes like Alphonso (Ratnagiri) or Malihabadi Dussehri sell at premium 

prices in both Indian and international markets due to their GI status. 

3. Protection of Traditional Cultivation Practices 

Many horticultural crops are grown using age-old traditional methods passed down through 

generations. GI status helps preserve this intangible cultural heritage, preventing loss due to 

commercial standardization or modernization. 

 Example: Byadgi Chilli in Karnataka is sun-dried traditionally and known for its deep red 

color with low pungency. The GI tag supports the continuation of these traditional practices. 

4. Boosts Exports and Global Recognition 

GI tags improve international recognition and help Indian horticultural produce enter 

export markets under protected labels. This increases the competitiveness of Indian products 

under WTO’s TRIPS agreement. 

 Example: GI-tagged Darjeeling Tea and Alphonso Mangoes are globally recognized, 

helping India command a strong export presence in Europe, the USA, and the Middle East. 

5. Empowerment of Local Farmers and Rural Economy 

Horticultural crops are often grown by small and marginal farmers. GI tags empower them 

through: 

 Cooperative marketing 

 Reduced exploitation by middlemen 
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 Collective bargaining power 

 Access to government schemes and branding initiatives 

 Example: In Tamil Nadu, Erode Turmeric growers have organized themselves into GI 

producer groups, accessing better prices and financial support. 

6. Legal Protection Against Misuse 

With GI registration, unauthorized use of the crop name (by producers outside the region or 

those not following the defined standards) becomes legally punishable, helping maintain 

product integrity and consumer trust. 

 Without GI: Imitation of Kodaikanal Garlic or Kalanamak Rice by producers outside the 

designated area may dilute market value and harm genuine farmers. 

 With GI: Legal action can be taken to prevent such misuse. 

7. Promotion of Agro-Tourism and Cultural Identity 

Many GI-tagged horticultural products are linked to cultural festivals, rituals and regional 

pride. Promoting them can increase agro-tourism, enhancing the visibility and economic 

potential of rural areas. 

Example: Mahabaleshwar Strawberry has become a central attraction for tourism in 

Maharashtra, creating seasonal employment and increasing awareness of the GI crop. 

Benefit Impact on Horticulture 

Distinct identity 
Protects uniqueness of crops like mangoes, chillies, 

garlic 

Better market value Enables premium pricing and wider marketing 

Traditional knowledge 

preservation 
Maintains age-old, sustainable farming practices 

Export boost Enhances competitiveness in global markets 

Farmer empowerment Supports rural income and collective development 

Legal protection Prevents mislabeling and counterfeit products 

Cultural promotion Supports agro-tourism and local heritage 

 

The Registration Process 
Securing a Geographical Indication (GI) tag is a rigorous but rewarding legal process that 

grants recognition and protection to products rooted in geography, culture and tradition. 

Here's a detailed look at how agricultural producers and associations can navigate the 

registration journey under the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 

Protection) Act, 1999. 

1. Identify Eligible Applicant 

GI applications can be submitted by: 

 Associations of persons, producers or organizations 

 Producer groups, cooperatives or societies representing the community 

 Statutory bodies or government departments (in absence of producer bodies) 

The applicant must represent the interest of the producers of the concerned goods. 

2. Preparation of Application Dossier 

The application must be prepared meticulously using Form GI-1, and must include: 

 Essential Information: 

 Name and address of the applicant 

 Type of goods (e.g., agricultural produce) 

 Geographical area of production (clearly demarcated) 

 Proof of origin and historical use 

Detailed Documentation: 

 Description of the goods (appearance, taste, chemical/physical composition) 

 Production method (traditional or unique techniques) 

 Uniqueness & reputation attributable to the geography 
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 Map of the region showing the boundaries 

 Evidence such as: 

 Historical records 

 Scientific studies 

 Folk literature, government documents 

 Photographs or quality analysis reports 

 A statement of case justifying why the product qualifies for GI status is essential. 

3. Filing the Application 

 Submit the application in triplicate along with prescribed fees to the GI Registry, 

Chennai. 

 Fees for agricultural products (as of 2024): ₹5,000 (may vary based on amendments). 

The GI Registry issues an acknowledgment and application number for future reference. 

4. Preliminary Scrutiny & Examination 

 The Registry reviews the application for completeness and correctness. 

 If deficiencies are found, the applicant is informed and must rectify them within a 

stipulated time. 

 If accepted, the application proceeds to a substantive examination by experts. 

5. Show Cause Notice (if needed) 

 If the Registrar has objections or finds the product unfit, a Show Cause Notice is issued. 

 The applicant may: 

 File a written reply 

 Appear for a hearing 

 Submit additional evidence or modifications 

6. Publication in GI Journal 

Once accepted, the application is published in the Geographical Indications Journal 

(available online), for public scrutiny. 

 This step opens a 3-month opposition window (extendable to 4 months). 

 Any person or organization can file a notice of opposition with supporting evidence. 

7. Opposition Proceedings (if any) 

 If opposition is filed, both parties must present their cases with written submissions and 

supporting documents. 

 After hearings and review, the Registrar either accepts or rejects the application. 

If no opposition is received or resolved in favor of the applicant, the registration proceeds. 

8. GI Registration and Certificate 

 The product is entered into the Register of GIs, and the applicant is granted a GI 

Registration Certificate. The GI tag is then valid for 10 years from the date of filing. 

9. Renewal 

 GI registration can be renewed indefinitely in blocks of 10 years by submitting Form 

GI-9 and payment of renewal fees. 

 Failure to renew can result in cancellation of the GI. 

10. Post-Registration Responsibilities 

 Monitor for misuse or counterfeiting of the GI tag. 

 Ensure compliance with the described production methods and standards. 

 Support authorized users (AUs) to apply for independent use of the GI tag. 

Step Estimated Timeframe 

Application Filing Day 0 

Preliminary Scrutiny Within 1–2 months 

Examination & Corrections 3–6 months 

Publication in GI Journal 6–9 months 

Opposition Window 3–4 months 

Final Registration 12–18 months (if no opposition) 
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List of GI Tagged Horticultural Commodities 
Crop Type Commodity State / Region Distinctive Character 

Fruit Crops 

(36) 
Laxman Bhog Mango West Bengal Fruit quality 

 

Khiraspati (Himsagar) 

Mango 
West Bengal Fruit quality 

 
Fazli Mango (Malda) West Bengal Fruit quality 

 
Mallihabad Dussehri Mango Uttar Pradesh Fruit quality 

 
Appemidi Mango Karnataka Pickle making 

 
Gir Kesar Mango Gujarat Fruit quality 

 
Marathwada Kesar Mango Maharashtra 

High pulp content & 

shelf life 

 
Banganapalle Mango Andhra Pradesh — 

 
Jardalu Mango Bihar Thin peel & aroma 

 
Coorg Orange Karnataka Fruit quality 

 
Nagpur Orange Maharashtra Fruit quality 

 
Arunachal Orange 

Arunachal 

Pradesh 
Fruit quality 

 
Khasi Mandarin Orange Meghalaya Fruit quality 

 
Jalna Sweet Orange Maharashtra 

Sweetness & juice 

content 

 
Devanahalli Pomelo Karnataka Pink flesh 

 
Kachai Lemon Manipur 

Flavor, vitamin content, 

juice quality 

 

Memang Narang (Indian 

Wild Orange) 
Meghalaya Medicinal value 

 
Nanjangud Banana Karnataka Fruit quality 

 
Virupakshi Hill Banana Tamil Nadu Flavor & shelf life 

 
Sirumalai Hill Banana Tamil Nadu Flavor & shelf life 

 

Chengalikodan Nendran 

Banana 
Kerala 

Taste, bunch shape & 

fruit color 

 
Kamlapur Red Banana Karnataka 

Medicinal properties, 

low sugar 

 
Jalgaon Banana Maharashtra Fruit quality & shelf life 

 
Nashik Grapes Maharashtra Berry colour & quality 

 
Bangalore Blue Grapes Karnataka “Foxy” flavor 

 
Sangli Raisins Maharashtra Quality 

 
Tripura Queen Pineapple Tripura Fruit quality 

 
Vazhakulam Pineapple Kerala Sweetness & flavour 

 
Tezpur Litchi Assam 

Fruit colour & aril 

quality 

 
Mahabaleshwar Strawberry Maharashtra Fruit quality 

 
Allahabad Surkha Guava Uttar Pradesh Pulp colour & quality 

 
Beed Custard Apple Maharashtra Sweetness 

 
Purandar Fig Maharashtra 

Size, colour, taste & iron 

content 

 
Solapur Pomegranate Maharashtra 

Fruit quality & 

antioxidant property 

 

Dahanu Gholvad Chikoo 

(Sapota) 
Maharashtra Unique taste 
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Sindhudurg & Ratnagiri 

Kokum 
Maharashtra — 

Vegetables (11) Naga Mircha (Ghost Chilli) Nagaland High pungency 

 
Guntur Sannam Chilli Andhra Pradesh Pungency & colour 

 
Byadgi Chilli Karnataka 

Colour, mild pungency, 

oleoresin 

 
Mizo Bird’s Eye Chilli Mizoram Pungency 

 
Bhiwapur Chilli Maharashtra Mild pungency 

 
Udupi Mattu Gulla Brinjal Karnataka Unique taste 

 
Jalgaon Brinjal Maharashtra — 

 
Waghya Ghevada (Bean) Maharashtra Taste & protein-rich 

 
Bangalore Rose Onion Karnataka Bulb shape & pungency 

 
Lasalgaon Onion Maharashtra 

Aroma, shelf life & 

colour 

 
Naga Tree Tomato Nagaland 

Suitable for pickle & 

chutney 

Spices (8) Sikkim Large Cardamom Sikkim Pod quality 

 
Alleppey Green Cardamom Kerala Pod quality & oil content 

 
Coorg Green Cardamom Karnataka Flavour & pungency 

 

Assam Karbi Anglong 

Ginger 
Assam Flavour 

 
Malabar Pepper Kerala Berry flavor 

 
Tellicherry Pepper Kerala Aroma & pungency 

 
Waigaon Turmeric Maharashtra Quality 

 

Uttarakhand Tejpat (Bay 

Leaf) 
Uttarakhand Leaf quality & aroma 

Plantation (8) 
Darjeeling Tea (word & 

logo) 
West Bengal “Muscatel” flavour 

 
Kangra Tea 

Himachal 

Pradesh 
Aroma & pungency 

 
Nilgiri Orthodox Tea Tamil Nadu Aroma 

 
Assam Orthodox Tea Assam Aroma 

 

Monsooned Malabar 

Arabica Coffee 
Kerala Bean quality & aroma 

 

Monsooned Malabar 

Robusta Coffee 
Kerala Bean quality & aroma 

 
Eathomozhy Tall Coconut Tamil Nadu Nut quality 

 
Vengurla Cashew Maharashtra Nut quality 

Flowers (5) Mysore Jasmine Karnataka Fragrance 

 
Hadagali Jasmine Karnataka Thick petals & fragrance 

 
Madurai Malli Tamil Nadu Fragrance 

 
Ganjam Kewra Rooh Odisha Aroma 

 
Neelakurinji Flower Kerala 

Blooms once every 12 

years. 

Aromatic 

Plants (2) 

Mysore Betel Leaf Karnataka 
Soft texture & unique 

taste 

Magahi Paan Bihar 
Soft texture & unique 

taste 
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Conclusion 
Geographical Indication (GI) tags are more than mere markers of origin—they are powerful 

instruments that protect the identity, elevate the value and preserve the heritage of 

horticultural commodities. In a country as agriculturally diverse as India, GI status offers a 

unique opportunity to highlight the authenticity of fruits, vegetables, spices and plantation 

crops that are deeply linked to specific geographies, climates and cultural practices. 

 By ensuring premium market positioning, legal protection, and global recognition, GI 

tags empower small and marginal farmers, encourage sustainable cultivation practices, and 

foster community-driven branding. For horticultural crops, where quality, appearance, aroma, 

and taste are often deeply influenced by terroir, GI protection not only safeguards 

biodiversity and traditional knowledge but also provides a competitive edge in both domestic 

and international markets. 


