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Qe gricultural extension services are pivotal in enhancing farmers' incomes by providing
28e° them with the necessary knowledge, skills, and resources. These services encompass a
9ef range of activities, including training, technology dissemination, and advisory support, all
bf%“ aimed at improving agricultural productivity and profitability.
. Strategies for Doubling Farmers’ Income through Agricultural Extension
& 1. Technology Dissemination and Training
Eﬁei Extension services facilitate the adoption of modern agricultural technologies, such as high-
&% yielding varieties, precision farming tools, and sustainable practices. For instance, the Indian
&ggg_@ Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has documented success stories of 75,000 farmers
S who significantly increased their incomes through technological interventions.

el 2. Diversification of Farming Systems
Tany Encouraging farmers to diversify into horticulture, livestock, and fisheries can lead to
Q0 multiple income streams. This approach reduces dependency on a single crop and mitigates
@f%@ risks associated with market fluctuations and climate variability.
Qs 3. Formation of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)
;’L; Extension services support the establishment of FPOs, enabling farmers to collectively access
- markets, procure inputs at lower costs, and enhance their bargaining power. This collective
.o approach has been instrumental in improving farmers' incomes.
5 E 4. Capacity Building and Skill Development
c£25%0 Regular training programs and workshops conducted by extension agents equip farmers with
ZE the latest knowledge in agronomy, pest management, and post-harvest technologies, leading
~2oo  toimproved farm practices and increased profitability.

5. Market Linkages and Value Addition

Extension services assist farmers in establishing direct market linkages and adopting value
addition techniques, such as processing and packaging, which enhance the market value of
their produce.

Success Stories Illustrating the Impact of Agricultural Extension

1. Drone Technology Empowering Women in Varanasi

A group of women, known as the 'Drone Didis," have been trained to use drones for spraying
fertilizers and pesticides, covering over 2,500 acres and earning approximately X3.38 lakh in
ten months. This initiative not only increased efficiency in farming practices but also
empowered women economically.

2. Damask Rose Cultivation in Uttarakhand

Over 500 farmers in the Kumaon hills have adopted Damask rose cultivation, leading to
significant income gains. The crop's low water requirements and high market value have
made it a profitable venture, with some farmers earning up to X1 lakh annually.
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3. Innovative Farming in Jharkhand

Yamuna Kumari, a 23-year-old farmer, transformed her family's five-acre farm by adopting
scientific techniques such as drip irrigation and polyhouse farming. Her diversified approach,
including the cultivation of strawberries and marigolds, has resulted in an annual income of
%10-11 lakh.

Conclusion

Agricultural extension services serve as a catalyst for change, equipping farmers with the
tools and knowledge necessary to enhance productivity and profitability. Through targeted
strategies and continuous support, these services play an indispensable role in the mission to
double farmers' incomes.
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